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Office of the Secretary
Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue NW, Suite 200
Washingfoq DC 20268

RE: DocketNo.42012-39

Response to Postal Service Comments (dated December 21,201I)

This letter is in response to the Postal Service Comments, posted to the PRC website, regarding

my appeal of the decision to close the Kettlersville, ohio, Post ofüce.

The Postal Service, on page 5 of the response, cites a postmaster vacancy, minimal workload and

low offrce revenue. Rs I had stated in my earlier appeal, the reason the postmaster position is

vacant is because the Postal service chose not to fill it after the retirement ofthe previous

postmaster in 2009. That vacancy COULD have been filled; the Postal Service chose not to. It
ãlso states this closing will have minimal impact on the community. That may be true to

someone who is located hundrcds or even thousands of miles away, but that is not the case here.

The Post Office IS a vital part of this community, and I believe its closing would have a negative

effect.

The Postal Service is proposed to deliver mail via rural ca¡rier. I have enclosed a map of the

village, downloaded from Yahoo Maps, which shows that it would not be a straight drive

through town to deliver mail. There are several side streets to which mail would need to be

deliveied. As I have stated previously, since the village has sidewalks in front of residences,

mailboxes at the curb cannot be installed, making a drive-up delivery impossible.

On page 7,the Postal Service disputes this. It notes that roads only need to be mairttained at all

timôs, cannot be a dead end and there must be a suitable turning point for the carrier, preferably

without backing. Easy Avenue does not fit this criteria. The road ends in a private driveway

which goes to a farm. I believe this invalidates the Postat Service's argument. In addition, it
fr¡ther states that there is nothing in the record to indicate that Kettlersville is unsuitable for

mailbox delivery, or that CBUs would have to be installed. Once again, I must stress that

sidewalks in front of residences prevent placing of mailboxes at the curb for a n¡ral delivery

driver, so in order for mail to be delivered, some other form of box would have to be installed.
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Also on page 7,the Postal Service disputes my concems about security, noting there have been

tto t"ports õf tn"t or vandalism. With the mail all delivered to a safe, secure Post Office, there

wo1¡|ã not be. This is exactly my point. The mail is secure now, butthe Postal Service cannot

guarantee that in the future. Mail is secured from the time it is delivered by contract carier to the

time a resident retrieves it from their post office box.

The Postal Service also cites economics as a factor in their decision. On page 12 oftheir
comments, they cite declining revenues and minimal workload. Yet on page 3, they show figures

for revenue as follows: 2008: $32,026;2009: $28,215; and 2010: 532,205. That looks like an

INCREASE, not a decrease. Before a final determination is made, the Commission should

request FY 201 I figures to add to these. Ifone averages the three years cited, the figure is

$3i1,815, or revenues are relatively stable, not declining, as the Postal Service asserts.. They also

note there are no permit or meter customers. Has any attempt been made to solicit this business?

I believe there are opportunities the Postal Service is missing.

In conclusioru I do not believe that the Postal Service has proven that closing this facility is in

the best interests ofthe community, will save money, or provide better and more timely service

via rural carier from Anna.

I request the Commission REJECT this request to close the Kettlersville Post Office.

Sincerel¡

k)
Eric S. Kaminsky
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